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consequence of this treatment, or in the natural course of the illness, a terrible crisis took place in June, 1849, during which Balzac's sufferings were intense ; and for twenty-five hours the doctor never left him.    After this he was better for a time, and though his eyesight had become so weak that he was unable to read at night, he could walk, go upstairs, and lie flat in bed.    In October he was seized  with  what   he called   Moldavian  fever,  a disease which came, he said, from the swamps of the Danube, and ravaged the Odessa district and the steppes; and again he became dangerously ill. In  January, 3850, the fever  was  followed  by a terrible cold in his lungs, and he was obliged to remain for ten days in bed.    However,  he  was cheered by the society of Madame  Hanska  and Madame Georges Mniszech, who showed "adorable goodness"  in  keeping him  company  during his imprisonment.
After hearing all this, it is startling to read in a letter from Madame Honore de Balzac to her daughter written from Frankfort on May 16th, 1850,* that it is awkward that she should know nothing of the regimen to which Balzac has been subjected by Dr. Knothe; because when they arrive in Paris, his own doctor is certain to ask for particulars ! The most indifferent hostess could not fail, one would think, to interest herself sufficiently about the welfare of the solitary and
* Unpublished letter in the possession of the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.dance," vol. ii. p. 420.ublous  life which awaited   her   as   Madame   Honore   de   Balzac.ou CEuvre," by Julien Lemer.
17account of the case, and may be found in " Un dernier chapitre de I'Histoire des (Euvres de H. de Balzac/' by the Vicomte de Spoelberch de Lovenjoul.
